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as at present, till Malays and Dyaks have increased
in the same proportion as the Javanese, or that they
should be peopled by emigrants from Europe.

Now, the former of these is the only imaginable
alternative to Chinese settlement Europeans can-
not flourish under the Tropics, and will not work
with the hand where an inferior race works. What
we have to consider, therefore, is the probability
that the natives who are giving way to the Chinese
in the Malay Peninsula will be able to make head
against them in Borneo or Sumatra. Borneo is
nearly six times as big as Java, and if it were
peopled like Java would support a population of
nearly 100,000,000. It has actually, by recent
estimates, less than 2,000,000 upon it, and these
are distributed among several different races. Of
these, the tribes in the interior are more likely to be
exterminated than reclaimed ; and the Dyaks and
Malays, numbering between them about 1,500,006,
are the only races strong enough to compete in
industry with Chinamen, Obviously there is at
present room for both in the island, and the British
North Borneo Company is stimulating the immigra-
tion of coolies, both from China and from the
Malay Peninsula. In the long run the Chinese, who
outnumber the Malays as sixteen to one, who are
more decidedly industrial, and who organise where
they can in a way that precludes competition, are
tolerably certain to gain the upper hand. They may
not destroy the early settlers, but they will reduce
them to the position of the Hill tribes in India, or of
the Ainos in Japan. Assume fifty years hence that
China has taken its inevitable position as one of the
great powers of the world, and that Borneo has a